
July 18, 2026 
Vernon, CA

All shops welcome!
need not be an aera member to attend.

All attendees receive a Free Tech Resource Manual, 
plus many door prizes from several vendors!

AERA member shops will receive a $100 reimbursement from EREF 
after attending any Tech & Skills Conference!

—  Sponsored by — 

     



Conference Location
Don gross 
warehouse

1951 E 48th St 
Vernon, CA 90058

Exhibitors Ship To:
don gross warehouse  
ATTN: AERA CONFERENCE 

1951 E 48th St 
Vernon, CA 90058

Hotels
Courtyard by Marriott 

555 N. Atlantic Blvd 
Monterey Park, CA 91754 

+1 626-656-4056

DoubleTree by Hilton 
888 Montebello Blvd 

Rosemead, CA 91770 
+1 323-722-8800

Best Western Plus 
7272 E Gage Ave 

Commerce, CA 90040 
+1 562-806-4777

Saturday, July 18
7:00 - 7:30 am	 exhibitor setup

7:30 - 8:15 am	 registration, VISIT EXHIBITORS

8:15 - 8:30 am	 WELCOME 
	 Host & EXHIBITOR Introduction

8:30 - 9:45 am	 Technical Session #1 

	  
	 Dan Begle, King Bearings 
	 “Engine Bearing Polymers and Failures” 
Why do engine bearings fail? How polymer technology is being applied 
to start/stop engines and conventional engines for longer life.

9:45 - 10:15 am	 break, Door Prizes

10:15 - 11:30 am	 Technical Session #2 

	  
	 Cale Risinger, Melling Engine Parts 
	 “GM Active Fuel Management:  
	 The Good, Bad and Ugly” 
This presentation will cover the operation of the GM AFM systems, 
common failures, and the benefits and process of deleting the system. 
Cale will also share some information on the LS oil pumps. 

11:30 am - 1:00 pm	 LUNCH (meal provided on site by the host)  
	T ableTop Exhibits Open, Door Prizes

1:00 - 2:15 pm	 Technical Session #3 

	  
	 Brian Roberts, AERA 
	 “Gasket and Seals Technologies” 
Brian will discuss the design, function, and best practices for different 
sealing technologies used in the automotive, agricultural, and 
construction industries. Covering head, manifold valve cover, front and 
rear cover gaskets, front and rear radial lip seal and valve stem seals.

2:15 - 2:45 pm	 break, door prizes

2:45 - 4:00 pm	 Technical Session #4 

	  
	 Scott Rowe, Rottler Mfg 
	 “The Evolution of Honing” 
This presentation from Scott will cover how the honing process has 
evolved over the last 10 years. How important are the techniques of 
honing to ensure the honing process is being performed properly. 

4:00 pm	 CLOSING remarks, Door Prizes,  
	c onference ends



Sponsored by AERA & Engine Professional magazine 
HOSTED BY:

	
when:	 july 18, 2026

where:	 don gross warehouse 
	 1951 E 48th st 
	v ernon, ca 90058

 
ATTENDEE registration form

Name

Company Name

AERA ID Number	 Non-members please check here.

Company Address	

City, State, Zip

Phone

E-mail or FAX Confirmation (required )

Signed by

Fees: $25 per person – Please list additional attendee names from the same shop below.

TOTAL AMOUNT enclosed:

 Check — Please make payable to AERA. 

credit card:   VISA    MASTERCARD    discover    AMERICAN EXPRESS                           

Card Number:	E xpiration:	 3-digit CSC:

cardholder name:		

Cardholder Signature:

If paying by credit card, please fax completed registration form to AERA

toll-free fax 888-329-2372
Or, mail your completed form with payment to: AERA-Engine Builders Association, 875 Feinberg Court, Suite 106, Cary, IL 60013. 

Call AERA toll-free if you have any questions: 888-326-2372 or direct at 815-526-7600.

Register online at aera.org/attend-dongross

https://www.aera.org/attend-dongross


875 feinberg court, suite 106 
cary, IL 60013

July 18, 2026
Hosted by don gross sales 

vernon, ca

all shops welcome!
need not be an 

aera member to attend

please check our 
website for the 
lastest updates:

aera.org/ 
dongross

Questions?
Contact AERA:
Toll-free	888-326-2372 
Direct	 815-526-7600 
Email	 info@aera.org


